Based on his own experiences with the reference encounter as well as teaching a research methods course in Jewish Studies, Zachary Baker details how the landscape of resources has shifted from print to online. Although much can be found online, information literacy skills remain the same in the Age of Discovery and "there is nothing 'forever' about the web-or digital resources in general."
This article discusses the relationship of Caribbean Jews to their communal archives, focusing on the Dutch colonies of Curaçao and Suriname, homes to the largest Jewish communities in the eighteenth-century Americas. "Communal archives can be oceanic in their expanse. French historian Arlette Farge likens national archives to be an avalanche or a flood. They are 'excessive and overwhelming,' and delving into them is like 'a dive, a submersion, perhaps even a drowning,' she writes. But for Portuguese Jews in the Dutch Caribbean, the archives they created and carefully preserved for 175 years-until the Emancipation of the Jews in 1825-were the very oxygen of the community."
Cohen, Cohen's article discusses the restoring of ceremonial objects, books, and manuscripts stolen by the Nazis to their respective museums. After the war, the Allies discovered the objects that were stored away by the Nazis. Some were returned to their respective owners. Unfortunately, many of the objects were considered ownerless and were not returned, as their owners were not identified. Cohen discusses how Amsterdam's Jewish Historical Museum recovered its stolen objects through her research into the history of its collection during and after World War II. She describes the fate of the collection after the objects were stolen, the collection as a whole before the war, the items that were returned, and finally the creation of her database.
Chaueka, Yaacov, Nachum Dershowitz, and Ephraim Nissan, eds. The British Library's collection of Hebrew manuscripts is one of the most significant in the world. Funded by The Polonsky Foundation, the Hebrew Manuscripts Digitization Project has been digitizing 1,250 manuscripts since 2013, in line with the Library's commitment to digitization and opening up access to its collections. The main aim of this paper is to describe the project's digitization experiences and challenges. By building digital scholarship and engagement directly into the workflow of this project it has been possible to create new interactions and opportunities to this unique and significant collection. The unprecedented levels of theft, destruction, and displacement of cultural property during World War II has led the international community to grapple with questions of restitution. Achieving complete restitution remains nearly impossible because much of the affected cultural property is dispersed and hidden throughout the world. Moreover, many governments refuse to return cultural property, even when the rightful owner or heir is known, asserting that such property is justly in their possession as a result of expropriation and nationalization. A prime example of such government action is Russia's decades-long refusal to return to the Jewish Chabad sect an archive of sacred books, manuscripts, and handwritten teachings (collectively, the "Archive") that were seized by the Russians after World War II, and which continue to remain in Russian possession. Despite a ruling in Chabad's favor by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, Russia has maintained its position that the United States lacks jurisdiction, and that under Russian law, the Archive has been nationalized and is thus Russian property. This Note argues that Russia is obligated to return the Archive to Chabad because (A) Russian laws on cultural property violate international law; (B) Russia's refusal to return the Archive is contrary to its own public policy with regard to cultural property; and (C) ultimately, the exception set forth for Jewish property requires that Russia return the Archive to Chabad. This article reconstructs for the first time the rescue of the Schocken Library, one of the largest privately owned book collections, from Nazi Germany. The library consisted of over 60,000 volumes of rare and precious Hebrew and German books, manuscripts, and incunabula. The books were shipped from Germany to Mandate Palestine in the years 1934-1937 and the library is one of the few collections that completely survived National Socialist destruction and looting. The case of the Schocken library can help us understand all of the many challenges involved in successfully relocating a library of its size. Without a network of professionals, experience dealing with authorities and unlimited funds, an operation like the shipment of the Schocken library would not have been possible. The second part of the paper focuses on how, once the library was in Jerusalem, the way in which it was perceived changed. From the contemporary perspective of the owner, the merchant and publisher Salman Schocken, and from the perspective of its users and visitors, the library was perceived as a place of continuity in exile rather than as a place of saved books. The micro-historical perspective not only allows us to understand how historical subjects interpret the world around them but also how they try to influence historical processes. The book group is a staple of the public library system. For years public libraries have used it to gather readers of different genres (mystery book lovers), to celebrate holidays or different times of year (seasons, summer reading programs), and to appeal to diverse patron groups (children's reading groups, student recreational reading groups). At Loyola Marymount University (LMU), a medium-sized private Jesuit university, we decided to use the book group as a way of reaching out to our neighboring communities. This article describes how we used the traditional book group to promote a new academic program and the unanticipated success it continues to have in reaching those outside our campus. The Jewish book and discussion group, now finishing its sixth year, has been a valuable way to bring people from all over the greater west side of Los Angeles to our library and to our campus for many educational and cultural programs that LMU offers. University students, looking for records in Hebrew language in the library catalog often face difficulties finding material due to the unfamiliarity with the Library of Congress rules for romanization. These difficulties might hinder their search results. This paper will present the findings of a study conducted McGill University that investigated students' abilities to romanize Hebrew titles so they can consequently search these in the library catalog and will show how library instruction can be a very successful tool for providing students with the knowledge they require to retrieve these title. The widespread digitization of manuscripts has brought about an era of unprecedented access to a range of important historical collections. However, the lack of substantive metadata associated with these online digital collections represents a significant barrier to those wishing to navigate them in order to identify manuscripts relevant to a particular research question or theme. This article proposes a novel solution to cataloging based around text mining published editions, commentaries and other secondary literature in order to automatically generate a rich searchable electronic catalogue. This research explores a range of techniques from the fields of information retrieval (term-weighted vocabularies), natural language processing (named entity recognition) and text analysis (topic models). The initial results demonstrate the potential for these approaches to produce significant volumes of descriptive metadata which, when evaluated in the context of retrieval effectiveness, provide suitable evidence on which to perform analysis and make discoveries. A search engine which recommends manuscripts based on the contents of our automatically derived catalogue achieves a Precision @ 10 of 0.54, which significantly beats a baseline strategy of random selection. The JPL was founded in the wake of two broad ideological movements that had permeated the city since the beginning of the large Eastern-European migration. On the one hand, the institution was influenced by modernist and universalist concepts found in the Haskalah, promoted among others by Montreal thinker Reuben Brainin; and on the other, it benefited form the exceptional organizational strength of a left-wing Zionist party born out of the 1905 Russian Revolution, Poale-Zion. The author highlights this historical conjuncture, by exploring the first annual report of the JPL published in 1915, which bears numerous testimonies to that effect. The article reviews the range of collections and services offered by JPL. It outlines the challenges encountered by the JPL due to population shifts, demographic transformations, and political upheavals. In the 1950s the JPL in Montreal went from being a private library to a civic library. Zachary Baker discusses this transformation based on audio recordings of four events, emphasizing that, "the audio medium itself lends to our comprehension of these events in ways that written transcripts (even if they existed) would not. Languages, accents, registers, inflections, nuances, pauses, hesitations, ad-lib remarks by the speakers-all of these are conveyed by the recordings. The physical presence of the original audiences and their reactions to the words uttered on those occasions are also palpable. And for those ceremonies that took place out of doors, the honking of automobile horns in the distance and the hum of airliners flying overhead transport today's listener through time and space by means of an auditory time capsule. 'The medium is the message,' the noted In this photo essay, Stephanie Tara Schwartz reflects "on the places of the Jewish Public Library (several of its physical locations in the built environment) and its spaces-as a lending institution, an invaluable archive, a cultural institution, and something more. Drawing on theories of Thirdspace and the punctum, this paper explores everyday Jewish life in and around the JPL through four visual case studies. This method exposes the mechanisms of the library as a work-in-progress, bringing to light the everyday negotiating that defines and redefines the institution-both its folks and elite functions-and its users in a changing urban environment. This paper describes a digital system that allows people to have an interactive conversation with a human storyteller (a Holocaust survivor) who has recorded a number of dialogue contributions, including many compelling narratives of his experiences and thoughts. The goal is to preserve as much as possible of the experience of face-to-face interaction. The survivor's stories, answers to common questions, and testimony are recorded in high fidelity, and then delivered interactively to an audience as responses to spoken questions. People can ask questions and receive answers on a broad range of topics including the survivor's experiences before, after and during the war, or his attitudes and philosophy. Evaluation results show that most user questions can be addressed by the system and that audiences are highly engaged with the resulting interaction.
Valone, T. Much of our knowledge of the Holocaust in Lithuania is based on experiences in or near Vilnius and Kaunas. In the smaller towns, where tens of thousands of Jews lived before the war, so few survived that first-hand accounts are rare; all the less do official German sources offer a window onto events, recording little more than overall numbers. The present contribution draws attention to a lesser-known collection of survivor testimonies gathered after the war by Leyb Koniuchowsky, primarily in Germany's Feldafing displaced persons camp. Case studies of ritual humiliation of Jews by their small-town and village neighbors, experiences in a minor camp complex, and the pursuit of vengeance by one survivor who gained temporary employment in the postwar Soviet security services, point toward the place of oral testimony in elucidating events in hard-to-document places. They raise questions about whether events in better-known localities were "typical" or not. 
